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June b/ 
du Maurier, Daphne HUNGRY HILL Doubleday, Doran 


A new departure for Miss du Maurier, and one, I am afraid, that will be a 
disappointment to her readers who have come to expect fast-paced, tense stories of 
character and action. This is instead the story of the effect of external natural for- 
ces on four generations of one family, the Brodricks, Irish landed gentry and owners 
of prosperous copper and tin mines, Two men of the family, the John who defiled Hungry 
Hill by opening its mines, and his grandson, Henry, who became an absentee landlord, 
lived - and outlived - their span. The othexy men died young, some of them violent 
deaths. Hungry Hill took its toll. The story spans the years from 1820 to 1919 and 
the Civil War, when ~ as a symbol of defiance towards the "haves" who drank with the 
Black and Tans, the men whose motto was "Ourselves Alone” burned Clonmere Castle which 
embodied all that was left of the family for young John-Henry. This is a story of a 
place - of changing modéds, changing times. There is no strong holding character of 

6 holding theme of story. It will sell ~ and rent - on Daphne du Maurier's name, but 
I cannot see it showing the staying power of Rebecca or even the popular romantic pull 
of Frenchman's Creek. - $2.75 






Apologia 






Although there is an expected seasonal lull at this time, we seem to have hit a dead 
calm. There has been a real shortage of new - or noteworthy - titles for review. This 
may be partially attributable to the curtailment of paper. . We can only ask for your 

indulgence. 
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Wolfert, Ira TUCKER'S PEOPLE Le B. Fischer 





This first novel of Wolfert’s bears little resemblance to his Battle For 
The Solomons, unless it is in his realistic style and ability to describe fast-moving 

action, strong human feeling. But this grim, sordid story lacks any of the lift which 
patriotic optimism and pride in our fighting men gave to the earlier book. It deals 

with people who are unpleasantly small, cruel, brutal - or weak and terror-ridden. All 

are struggling to better themselves, but all are under the control of one man - Tuckere 

who drives them deeper into corruption, violence. Tucker himself wishes he could be a 
normal husband and father to his family, but only becomes harder, and when things go | 
wrong ~ leaves the others to take the rap. There are ironical, social implications to 

this distinctly unpleasant + but true - picture of gang control and human disintegra+ . 
tion. Well done, but limited in appeal. $2.75 | 
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Greenwood, Robert THE SQUAD GOES OUT Bobbs Merrill 


Author of Yr. Bunting in Peace and War offers another story of the effect 
of war on civilians, this time highlighting his characters against the 1940 Fall blitz 
on London. An ambulance squad of four - Brownie, Jenny, Lawson, Battersby, ~ unwill- 
ingly, apathetically, practice the routine, but when necessity and reality arise, their 
job pulls them together, gives them friendship, interdependance, love. Brownie leaves 
the world he has always known, the people he has accepted, to become part of the Ber~ 
mondsey scene; Jenny turns down two chances at a career to carry on her work in her 
bombed out district; Battersby becomes everyone's strong right arm and leader in fact; 
while Lawson, deciding to disappear, involuntarity joins his crew when a super-blitz 
arrives. Chance, and a direct hit, leave only Battersby alive, to carry on and hope 
for the chance to annihilate a German. The human touch for a friendly story. $2.50 


May-to— Pa Paks ed. 
Brophy, John SPEAR-HEAD Harper 


Like Immortal Sergeant, this is a novel of a unit of soldiers in action - 
this time a Commando unit both in training in England and in action in Norway and 
France. And once again there is a psychological pattern running through the external 
story in the character of nineteen-year old O'Donovan, who - contrary to all expecta- 
tions, turns out to be a born soldier and a good leader. A sensitive perfectionist, at— 
tempting to better himself as a man and as an artist, he proves his adequacy as a sol- 
dier in the Norway raids. He also proves his maturity as a man in his relationship with 
Carol, the Captain's sister, with whom he falls in love and Carol, through her love for 
him, breaks with all the stuffy code of tradition and security of her family and class. 
A good blend of action, romance, and the individual trials which these involves. But 
on the whole, not up to the first book though its sale can be gauged by that. $2.50 


Rice, Jennings THE WINDMILL CIRCLE uo 2% Harper 


Tempest in teapot brew, as the small spites, reprisals and revenges of two 
leading ladies simmer away. The town is Guilford, small, select and snobbish. Phyllis 
Webb, recently widowed, thirty-two and glamorous comes to live there and expands in the 
role of rich and gracious lady, vying with her cousin Florence Drew on every occasion. 
Disputes arise over antiques, sold them by the town's impoverished aristocrat; but the 
real sorehead is the lake they jointly own, which Phyllis decides to improve - and 
which Florence donates to the town, in retaliation. Phyllis creates further trouble 
by annexing the ten-year nominal fiance of another, Various climaxes arise and sub- 

Side until Phyllis, bankrupt, leaves town in a hurry, having put on a good, trouble- 
making show. Social comedy - intelligently handled - but there's something a little / 


unsympathetic, and trivial, about it all. $2.50 


vay kO 


Goodman, Jack - Ed. THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF DOG STORIES Simon & Schuster 


Reported originally on page 534 of the October 15th, 1942 bulletin, as fol- 
lows: "With an introduction by James Thurber, this is a mansized collection of dog stor- 
ies (save for an occasional essay) and aimed at all tastes from the sentimental to the 
farcical. Old timers include Jack London, W.H. Hudson, Kipling, O'Henry, Dunsany, Rich- 
ard Harding Davis, etc; humor from E.B. White, Thurber, Don Marquis; contemporary class~ 
ics in Eric Knight's Lassie Come Home, Kantor's Voice of Pugle Ann, and James Street's 
Biscuit Eater. Favorites about favorites, in a book which should have long and wide 


appeal for all ages." $3.00 





o 
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Bassett, Sara Ware ANCHORAGE Doubleday,Doran 


Zinetta, eager and energetic, marries - impulsively - Martin, a would-be 
writer, and they go to live, off her income, in the old Cape Cod home place. Domestic-— 
ity doesn't sit too well with Martin who is pretty much of a slouch when it comes to 
helping around the house ~- or getting on with his book, He-is quickly shown up by Ni- 
cholas who teaches Zinetta the household arts and wins her when Martin proves to be no 


man for marriage. Less briny than usual, but still pretty fresh air. $2, 00 
June 7 ww 
Ehrenburg, Ilya THE FALL OF PARIS Knopf 


If this were the final panel of the Jules Romains Men of Good Will, it 
would be heralded as a fitting finale of a vast, panoramic picture of France over a 
half century. It definitely has the flavor, the rhythm of that still unfinished work, 
Written by a Russian (who seems to have lived through much of which he writes) it has 
the immediacy of a newsreel sound track. The period covered is from the success of the 
Popular Front on to the Armistice. He cross-sections the Paris of politicians, play- 
ing first on one side, then the other, opportunists all. The Paris of the slums, of 
the Latin Quarter, of the demi-mondaines, of the Communist cells. Unsavory, much of 
it, very "Latin" in its morals and lack of them, it shows a decadent France betrayed 
by its leaders, its panderers. As a photographic record - a phonographic record - it 
has value and will take its place. As a novel for the general reader it is less suc- 
cessful. Too many characters to hold the thread of interest; too vast a canvas. And 
French politics as a subject is notoriously not one to hold the American reading pub- 
lic's interest ~ even when one senses resemblances, out of drawing, to our own death 
dance building up to war. $3.00 


June 18 


Wright, Martha Ellen ANGEL WITHOUT WINGS Doubleday, Doran 


Four romances lined up against a wartime background, as nurse Elizabeth is 
forced to leave a wounded American pilot, Kerry, in England to return to her dying fa~- 
ther in America. She learns Kerry has not died, but is stagnating mentally on his home 
acres, becoming a moral and financial problem to his two sisters and brother. Elizabeth 
goes to take care of his younger sister, injured in an accident, and helps to rehabili- 
tate Kerry. Through Elizabeth's decision, the two sisters and the brother find their 
loves, while Elizabeth battles successfully for Kerry’s complete return to physical and 


mental health. Woman's market essentially, of good rental type. — $2.00 
Published 
Foreman, L.L. THE ROAD TO SAN JACINTO Dutton 


Good adventure, in a clever and well-integrated combination of history and 
fiction, with Davy Crockett, Santa Anna, and Sam Houston as historical characters who 
mingle with the fictional. It's the story of Dain Galway who is attacked by a myster- 
fous enemy and flees, with a girl - Cleo, down into Texas. There, at the instigation 
of Davy Crockett, he joins the Texans in their fight against Santa Anna. They take 
part in many of the important battles of the war, barely escaping with their lives un- 
till finally Cleo is killed. Dain is able to revenge himself against his enemies and 
eventually marries another, the daughter of a Mexican colonel. Colorful, romantic fic- 
tion in the old style, with good historical background. $2.50 
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GORE AND GUNS 


r , Published 


Guthrie, A.B. Jr. MURDERS AT MOON DANCE Dutton 


Murders for property, the location of a legendary mine, and West Cawinne, 
authorized officer of the law, retained by the Stockmen's Associatiom, to look into 
matters. Killing four men himself, Cawinne, in the course of duty, is ambushed, at- 
tacked, but cleans up and eliminates all sources of trouble, Western-sleuthing. $2.00 


May~25 L} 24 
Kent, W.H.B. RANGE RIDER Macmillan 
. Western in completely modern style that contihues the story of Peter Stirl- 


ing, of New York, (The Tenderfoot) and his adventures at the Arrowhead Ranch. Trouble 
with the neighboring Rocking A, and his growing love for Arrowhead’s owner, Gail Gor- 


don, keep Petey moving fast and winning everyone's admiration. Dashing, $2.00 
June 4 
Hendryx, James B. NEW RIVERS CALLING Doubleday, Doran 


Northwoods adventure into war story, as Polish+descended Stan hides out 
from the law on a false murder charge, joins up with the coming of the war, sees ac- 
tion abroad as a Commando, and returns to find his name cleared and that the war has 
come to his Canadian woods with the activities of some escaped Nazi saboteurs. Good 


stuff of masculine appeal. $2.00 

June 7 — 
eS Postgate, Raymond | SOMEBODY AT THE DOOR Knopf 
. The author of a near, contemporary classic, Verdict Of Twelve, with another 


originally presented study in crime as the murder of an English suburbanite, a promin- 
ent townsman, calls up the past histories of fellow travelers in a train compartment. 
A chemist victimized by blackmail, a cobbler ruined by an air raid, a refugee who had 
known much previous drama, and a young editor - lover of the dead man's wife, impli- 


cated in a strange case. Discerning detail and design; does not surpass the first. 
$2.00 ,_ 


June 18 


Bayer, Oliver Weld PAPER CHASE Doubleday, Doran 
A young lawyer and a mystery writer combine forces to track down the plot 


behind deaths following strange wills, and are mistaken for another couple, out to cash 
in on the same setup, from New York to Washington. A double trail of unraveling mur- 





ders and fifth-columning swings this high on entertainment lists. $2. 00 
June—2? 1/t 
Philpotts, Eden FLOWER OF THE GODS Macmillan 












Pristine potion in which an eccentric botanist gets the find of his career 
with the seeds of a sacred Andean plant, and disa.ppears after their receipt. Sus pected- 
mildly ~ of his unproven murder are his foster-daughter, her fiance, and Nicholas, a 
writer, The plant in blossoming points the Way to the corpse and the killers Intended 
as a Lorror story, this doesn't scare up much - not eveh a heebiejeebie. #2. OO 
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Laski, Harold J. REFLECTIONS ON THE REVOLUTION OF OUR TIME Viking 


* This is a book that every thoughtful citizen should read, but it is a book 
that will need intelligent backing and presentation. It will make some people fight- 
ing mad; it will frighten some people; it will cause controversy; but, in final analy- 
sis, it is the challenge we have been looking for, the first successful presentation 

of the interlocking causes of war, of revolution, of counter-revolution as related to 
yesterday, today and tomorrow. Victory we can and must have, but "victory is an op- 
portunity, not a fulfillment". Mr. Laski shows incontrovertibly that the very factors 
that have made for fascism in Italy, Nazism in Germany, Vichy France, are present in 
greater or lesser degree in the United Nations. He urges realization of the fact that 
we accept the inevitability of a planned post-war economy, and that we accept it now. 
If postponed until after victory, it will mean counter-revolution, bolstering of the 
privileged classes, and ultimately another war. "So many have given so much that free- 
dom may have a new birth" that those many will not accept again a denial of equal 
needs. For this we must build or abandon the democratic expression. "The gale of 
fundamental change is in the air and the rule of the middle class rests upon a fragile 
equipoise". Two choices are open + cooperation or revolution, and the choice must be 
made now. He gives the most perceptive analysis that I have read of the progress of 
revolution in Russia, the whys of violence, the hows of progress, the distinctions be- 
tween the Russian and Fascist ideologies, the fallecy of considering them similar. 
Russia must be faced as an accomplished fact; but we can still avoid the price that 
Russia paid. Democracy is at bay. Democracy is suspect. The democracy of the future 
involves not political democracy, as in the past, but social and economic democracy. 
Privilege must surrender its prerogatives, because the economy of expansion is no long- 
er open to capitalism, but must expand into the social field. This book, while not a 
blueprint for a post-war world, preserts certain fundamentals, and - alone among its 
fellows - boldly faces the limitations of the Churchill government, the challenge of 
Britain's failure in Asia, the dangers in the leadership of privilege in the United 
States. As this is a "people's war", so must it be a “people's peace”. We must plan 
now to move from an economy of scarcity to an economy of abundance, we must use the 
urgency of wartime to build for peacetime. He visualizes a future international or~- 
ganization, a confederation growing out of the United Nations’ nucleus, conditioned on 
common aims of common prosperity and common trust, freedom in a planned democracy. He 
makes imperative four basic controls, control of capital and credit, of. trade, of. land, 
control of transportation, fuel and power. He emphasizes the necessity of having these 
controls implemented under experts, responsible to the state but not subject to the 
hazard of party elections....No single paragraph could conceivably summarize or ap- 
praise all facets of this remarkable book, Here is a book to own, to study; a book 
that demands reader attention. But don't overleok its importance, and study the po- 
tential market among your liberals and intelligent conservatives. $3.50 / 





Long Chances ~ But Fetter than Most 


Richardson Wright's The Bed-Book of Eating and Drinking (Lippincott) falls in Line with 
the previous books in this series; Combined Operations (Macmillan) will get tmpetus as 
a P.0.M. selection; Kosta Todorov's Balkan Firebrand (Alliance) has much, little known 
material; and Henry Cassidy's Moscow Dateline (Houghton Mifflin) is the most complete 
account of the Russian front to date, 
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Joffe, .Constantin WE WERE FREE Smith & Durrell 





This is another story of a man's experiences in a German concentration camp 
much on the order of Marcel Haedrich's Farrack 3 Room 12. It gives the same sense of 
unexaggerated truth, though in handling it is less restrained, more bitter - more vio~ 
lent in its condemnation of Germans as whole, from soldiers to guards to civilians seen 
along the way. The author is a Russian brought up in France who fought in the French 
legion of foreign volunteers. Beginning with the last hopeless battle, he describes 
his actual experiences from then on through his capture, the long journey through Ger- 
many, transfer to a camp in Austria where treatment was more human, and repatriation 
after nine long months of imprisonment. In describing the day by day routine of prison 
life, Joffe brings out the same aspects of that life as Haedrich, the deadly monotony, 
the preoccupation with hunger, the simple amusements and self-invented diversions, Ger- 
man propaganda tricks, thumbnail sketches of other prisoners, and finally the effect of 
sudden freedom. But there is much more emphasis on German brutality, somewhat over- 


written in its heavy sarcasm. The market can be partially gauged by the Haedrich book. 
$2.75 































Mayo. ules 2 | 
Bryan, George S. THE SPY IN AMERICA ; , Lippincott 


A scholarly work dealing with the history of the spy in America from the 
Revolution through the first World War. Well documented: throughout, Bryan re-tells 
the stories of individual spies from their sources, which in a way slows down the pace 
of the book. All the well known spies, and others less well known, are included; Na- 
S than Hale, Andre, Tallmadge, Aaron Burr, Crosby, Pinkerton and his Secret Service, Mrs. 
Greenhow, Victor Blue and von Papen's organization, The best accounts are first-hand 
accounts by some of the spies themselves; others, too deeply researched, lack suspense. 
but, on the whole, it gives a good, solid picture of the development of the spy system 
through four wars and the period between wars, 1799 to 1846, in which the secret ser- 


vice came to life, $3.00 
Wright, Richardson THE BED-BOOK OF EATING AND DRINKING Lippincott 
* Further amenities from a favorite author, this time of mastication, medi- 


tation, and libations, that will evoke mouthwatering memories of pre-ration days, as 
well as inspire experiments in the home cooking field. Food and liquid lore, inter- 
spersed with pungent commentary, useless, but entertaining historical, anecdotal, ety~ 
mological tidbits and plenty of the author's own many-faceted personality. A full year, 
day by day, makes this reading to be taken in small doses, and often returned to. Not 

a cookbook, but filled with recipes, suggestions for variations, and culinary ideas that 


are out of the ordinary, Decorations by June Platt. $2.50 
May 6 
Zilboorg, Gregory MIND, MEDICINE AND MAN Harcourt Brace 


Co-author of A History of Medical Psychology (Norton-1941) Zilboorg presents 
here for the layman the fundamentals and sources of human behaviour. No easy populariza-- 
& tion, this is a serious and relatively uncontroversial exposition of psychiatry which 
is not intended to make any new contribution in the field but to substantiate its val- 
idity, clarify its tenets. In opening, Zilboorg makes the important point that even 
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today the average man is unwilling to recognize mental and illness, and he clears away 
some of the taints, taboos commonly associated with it. He then re-formulates the bas- 
ic principles and components ~ the unconscious, instincts, ego, etc. He discusses the 
post-Freudian schools of psychoanalytic thought, relates psychiatry to the social 
sciences, criminology, religion. A book for a lasting market, intelligent, persuas- 
ive. $3.50 


May ZS 2. | 


Wilder, Walter Beebe BOUNTY OF THE WAYSIDE Doubleday, Doran 


* Like the Richardson Wright on the previous page, here too is eating and 
drinking, but this introduces another "literary family" of grandfather, father, mother, 
sister, and housekeeper - Mrs. Cragg, together with the author, as a young boy, living 
near Haverstraw. Grandfather's hobbies of using what the countryside offers, of ex- 
perimenting with all sorts of potables and eatables, of his managing of Mrs, Cragg and 
her involuntary cooperation, of father's odd contributions in concrete, of mother's 
collection of old cook books, of the adventures in foods of all kinds, and seasons, and 
a boy's delighted absorption in a grandfather's originality, combine to give this a 
zestful, flavorsome atmosphere of country living and country ways. A nice sort of book, 
that crosses the Della Lutes type of book and Yrs. Appleyard. Illustrated with line 
drawings. $2.50 


Lippmann, Walter UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY Little, Brown 
"Shield of the Republic” 





A useful but uninspired survey of the poverty, the insolvency of our for- 
eign policy during fifty years when some policy was needed - and an appraisal of those 
forces which demand that we formulate and preserve some basic policy today. For eighty 
years circumstances preserved us from the need. By progressive steps of acquisition 
and conquest our boundaries were extended. The Munroe Doctrine was our "shield". Then 
with Theodore Roosevelt, the influence of the Spanish War and the twentieth century, we 
entered a period of vacillation. No real reason for our entering the first World War 
was given, and therefore no real reason for our entering the peace. Our national prej- 
udices, "peace, disarmament, no entangling alliances", and "collective security" pre- 
vented our finding a common ground for foreign policy. That common ground must now be 
found in community of interests with Britain, Russia and China. The will of powerful 
states to remain allied is the only possible creator of a general international order, 
this order held together by respect for the liberties of other people, with recognition of 











of a worldwide system of liberty under law. $1.50 
May if 
Anonymous COMBINED OPERATIONS Macmillan 






The Official Story of the Commandos 









Publicly author-less, this is the work of Hilary A. St. George Saunders, 
more familiarly known as Francis beeding or David Pilgrim. It is the official record 

of the Commando performances to date, spare, factual, impersonal, and one which we feel 
may very well lack the appeal of the more dramatic, more human Dress Rehearsal. There's 
no play made here for color or interest beyond the account per se. The introductory 
chapters cover the formation and training of the “Commando units; the story of each at- 
tack (objective, participants, achievements, withdrawal) follow - from the early, sma*l- 
scale raids on France in 1940 to Lofoten and Vaagso in Norway, to Egypt, Madagascar, and 
finally to the large offensives on St. Nazaire, Dieppe and North Africa. Three-~dimen- 
Sional warfare, this, which requires the most of the least, and which is the proving- 
ground for Europe's invasion. June Dual B.O.M, Selection - and if not the most readable, 
the most authentic and detailed report to date. $2.00 
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Todorov, Kesta BALKAN FIREBRAND Alliance 


This autobiography of a Bulgarian revolutionary, statesman and diplomat is 
in effect a panorama of modern history in its immense scope. His amazing career of 
continuous activity in behalf of the people’s freedom not only in the Balkans but 
throughout Europe is almost too much to be fully taken in. His story begins in the 
early part of the century when he volunteered with the Chetniks in the fight against 
the Turks and ends with his present work in the organization of free Bulgarians toward 
the establishment of post-war Balkan democracy and unity. High in official cirlces, 
he worked in many European countries ~ was in a position to give interesting impres- 
sions of Hitler, Mussolini and Franco at the start of their careers. Unbelievable as 
it may seem that one man’s work should cover the whole course of events in Europe dur- 
ing this century, the book is still essentially personal in point of view and narrative, 
vivid as well as instructive. $3.50 


Mayte Qyuiae 
Gatti, Attilio KILLERS ALL! McBride 


Commander Gatti prefaces this collection of his experiences in the heart of 
Africa by saying that they are exceptional, rather than the rule. Exceptional they are, 
terrifying and sensational too as he writes of a descent of an eighty-foot pit into the. 
earth in search of the bones of victims of the past, to combatting strange and violent 
superstition in Zululand, to hunting the Giant Gorilla in Pygmy country and the mammoth 
elephant who killed his friend, to the uncovering of a secret society of natives who 
indulged in depraved crime. A spirited accountof unique activities for the adventure 
market~masculine largely, $3, 00 


Hitti, Philip K,. THE ARABS: A Short History Princeton 


Based on, and condensed from, Hitti's "The History of the Arabs” (a massive 
and authoritative work published by Macmillan), this is the main outline of Moslem em- 
pire and culture from its rise in early medieval days to its decline in the 16th cen- 
tury. The Arab - as a race and personality; his ascent to power when Muhammed created 
Islam, Islam which was to be more than a religion and become the state; military con- 
quests and expansion ~- from economic necessity ~ in the 8th century; the start of ¢0- 
cial, cultural, intellectual and artistic life which was to culminate at Baghdad and 
which was to influence western Europe in many spheres; finally the disintegration of 
Moslem power and the Crusades which saw the downfall; from then on, until 1918, complete 
eclipse at the hands of the Turk. Nothing of the present day Arab problem and conflict 
with the Zionist movement which might make this of more than background value. $2.00 


Méy_18 b/24 
MacIver, R.M. TOWARDS AN ABIDING PEACE Macmillan 


Another encompassing, longview overall of the problems to be faced at ~ and 
thought out before - the Armistice. With the Versailles Treaty as the horrible example, 
Maciver shows that a lasting peace cannot be created by a military mentality, that re- 
venge ~— hate ~ retaliation must be curbed, and that the price of victory is not the 
price of peace, He lays down the foundations of international order; discusses the 
questions of territorial reapportionment, reparations (there should be none), colonial 
administration and economy on an international basis, re-education, and the abolishment 
of all national armaments. He outlines - broadly - the creation of an Assembly of Na- 
tions which must include all nations, the new code of law, and a higher institution for 
its enactment. A book which has vision - though it is never too visionary - although 
it ig strictly theoretical. Limited market. 9.00 
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Dunlop, Hazel Peckinpaugh LET'S ARRANGE FLOWERS Harper 


Excellent guidebook, full of suggestions for flower and garden clubs, wo- 
man's clubs that have flower shows, etc. beside the housewife with an interest in this 
hobby. Chapters on design, holders, containers, accessories, floral materials, color, 
that give basic instructions and original ideas. There are further sections on flower 
shows, judging flower arrangements, taking pictures, and evaluation of the dividends 
from this sport. Emphasis on arrangements not costly or rare, and their importance in 
home decoration. Illustrated with photographs and line drawings. $2.50 


Overstreet, Bonare W. COURAGE FOR CRISIS Harper 


ae 2 
A popular educator, counselor, deals here with the acquisition of courage 
at a time when war has disrupted homes and lives and made the preblem an acute one, Cer~ 
tain attitudes make for courage; certain fears are more prominent. Courage, he believes, 
can be built-up through a practical programme which includes obviating the trivial; re- 
cognizing the importance of self-respect, self-control, resourcefulness; practising . 
courage to acquire more; evaluating the stakes we are fighting for; using companionship- 
and religion ~ for comfort. Personal guidance which is of a more intelligent, and more 
constructive nature than the usual self-help item. A book which may be used for the re- 
ligious market too. $1.50 


Pollock, Corporal Elizabeth R. YES, MA'M | Lippincott 


Letters from a WAAC to her family and friends, that gives the personal pic~ 
ture behind the Nancy Shea 7he Waacs (see below). The author details all experiences 
from the train trip to Des Moines, the training, instructors, enlistees, the type of 
life, the various preblems, the unusual incidents, the excitements of the many “firsts” 
the original Waacs hung up, the special training, the return to Philadelphia to be of 
active service, and the decision to enlist for Officer Training, It is an all-over pice 
ture of a typical auxiliary, more literate, more sensitive, perhaps, that omits no as~ 
pect of the first units and their pioneering. Interesting first report to civilians. | 
Line drawings by Lt. Page Cary. $1.75 


Shea, Nancy THE WAACS Wray 2,6 Harper 


A comprehensive answer book to all questions concerning the Women’s Army 
Auxiliary Corps, soon to celebrate its second birthday. The origins and "Mother" of 
the WAACS , Edith Nourse Rogers, the work the WAACS do, where they are used, a represen~ 
tative ‘enrollee and her training as an auxiliary or as an officer candidate, what she 
studies and where, what they should know about military courtesy and customs, etc. The 
book includes a who's who, the organization of the WAAC, code of conduct, and a biblio~ 
graphy. An interesting, informative manual of a new venture, still in the process of 
forming its traditions and etiquette, and one which is still pioneering in the special 
consideration of women's individual problems under military organization. Good for pro- 
spective recruits, high school girls. $2.50 


Willoughby, Amea I WAS ON CORREGIDOR Vea 26 Harper 


The popularity of this is largely dependent on whether a saturation point 
has been reached with Romulo, Clark Lee, Juanita Redmond, etc. ~ for - inevitably - 
there is overlapping. This has a different slant, the woman's viewpoint, and not the 
nurse's viewpoint. The "housekeeping" problems, the lack of privacy, the tension of 
constant fear and danger, and so on. I found it interesting, rather unprofessional and 
simple in style ~ but not important enough as a basic book to be a fourth on the list. 
There are probably plenty of women who would prefer this wholly unmilitary slant 80 ¢0 
after that market. $2.50 vy 
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ee Patric, John WHY JAPAN WAS STRONG Doubleday, Doran 


Based on a solitary, shoestring trip to - and through Japan made eight 

years ago, John Patric writes of the good - and the bad of the country and people. Talk- 
ing to all classes of men and women, observing closely, he makes his own interpreta- 
tion, draws his own conclusions, using specific conversations and incidents as evidence 
to illustrate general points. Patric believes that by this war Japan attempts to prove 
that she is no longer an inferior race. Fanatical, cruel, but stoic in their frugality, 
skilled in mass production and in achieving much with little, the Japanese are a form- 
idable enemy. Traveling extensively through Korea, Manchuria, and China as well - he 
contrasts the backwardness and poverty of these countries with Japan. Supplementary 
reading ~ rather than definitive ~ but a balanced, personal portrait which - although 


it contains nothing really new - tallies with much that others have said. $2.50 
Ken BO" 2.1. . 
Cassidy, Henry C. MOSCOW DATELINE Houghton Mifflin 


This correspondent's story takes up more or less where Davies left off, the 
beginning of 1941 just prior to Germany's attack on Russia, and although Cassidy has 
not had access personally to the inner circles, he gives a quite complete picture of 
warring Russia, at home and at the front. After the first initial surprise, he des- 
cribes the rapid, constructive methods with which the Russians met the German onslaught. 
The first year covers the bombing of Moscow, a visit to the front, the battle of Mos-— 
cow, the Russian winter, and the occupation of Iran. In 1942 he covered the spring of- 
fensive through the fall of Sevastopol, giving a vivid campaign by campaign account. 

ie The narrative ends with a vivid account of the battle of Stalingrad. There is a sympa- 
thetic close-up of the Willkie visit, criticism of Churchill and his tactical mistakes 
over the second-front issue, and the author's own predictions of the future of Russia 
as “would be socialistic, but not internationally revolutionary...autocratic, but not 
antidemocratic". Not tops, but a good general account with wide coverage. $3.00 


Newman, Bernard THE NEW EUROPE Opts j ahi Macmillan 
This, I feel, is an important contribution - and a more on mansized one« 
to the essential question of post-war planning. There is none of the easy theorizing, 
generalizing of much that has been written along these lines. Newman, lecturer, stu— 
dent of world affairs, and seasoned traveler, has limited himself to a discussion of 
the new frontiers of Europe - a presentation of many of the difficult and intricate 
problems of frontier alignment. He provides a "background of judgement", rather than 
dogmatic solution. He believes that Federation of some kind will be the ultimate goal, 
j but that it is still a "distant ideal". He also believes that. it will not obviate na- 
tionalism. Frontier determination has many angles, historical, natural, lingual — at 
best a frontier is a compromise. All these are taken into consideration as he discusses 
the future frontiers of all Europe. In each case, he gives past history, the individual 
minority problems, their politics to date, Germany - he claims - must fully recognize 
her guilt in this war, for we are fighting Germany rather than Hitler - and his solu- 
tion for Germany is the re-establishment of the old States, division of power into a 
loose, regional federation. A detached, studied discussion of a daedalean problem — but 
not one for the general reader. $3.50 


May ?? 


& Guyton, Boone T. THIS EXCITING AIR Whittlesey Hose 






Experiences of a test pilot for Navy planes, that explore and explain the 
fascination of this dangerous, exciting, exhausting profession, Beginning his flying in 
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the Navy, Guyten awitahed over to test piloting, was sent to France to test dive bomb- 
era for the government, saw the beginning of the end for that country, and returned 
here to continue his work for Vought-Sikorsky in Bridgeport. There is a goodly col- 
Jeotion of yarns, of factual material, of the exacting requirement of the Navy before 
they pass a new ship, of the changes in flying and the demands made on the test pilot. 
It adds to the growing library on aviation and is an interesting contribution in its 
special field. Illus. $2.00 


May {+- 


Holt, L. Emmett THE CARE AND FEEDING OF CHILDREN Appleton-Century 































Revised by Emmett Holt, Jr. of Johns Hopkins, this is the sixteenth edition 
of a household standby. Conservative without being backward (save in a few instances), 
sound, it is primarily a physiological approach to problems in infancy and childhood. 
Sleep, formulas and diets, weight, training, ailments and diseases, accidents and em- 
ergencies, and specific questiaqns of malnutrition, prematurity, etc. Behaviour is cov- 
ered briefly and rather flexibly. This should have a continued long-term career. $2.00 vA 


Shalett, Sydney OLD NAMELESS y Ae Appleton-Century 


This is an account of a battleship - which must be "nameless" in it first 
two actions off Guadalcanal. It is uneven in interest, slow in starting, overplayed, 
The first engagement against 84 Jap planes, while protecting an. aircraft carrier off 
Guadalcanal, is rather disappointing - and not completely justifying the author's claims 
for it. But the second half of the book redeems the first in which the big ships en- 
gaged the Japs at close range and thwarted their last big attempt to reinforce Guadal- 
canal, and Shalett makes a moving and dramatic story of it. Not outstanding - as these 
biographies of ships in action go - but the first (as far as we know) concerning a bat~ 
tleship. $2.00 / 

June 18 


White, Stewart Edward SPEAKING FOR MYSELF Doubleday, Doran 


This book has been advertised as appealing to the large market of White fel- 
lowers, but it has very little of the quality of his other books. With the exception of 
a few anecdotes recounted in the opening chapters, there is very little material in it 
that is really autobiographical ~ very little of the experiences the author must have 
had in order to write his books and which one would expect to find in this so-called 
autobiography, Rather is it a collection of haphazard observations on various unrelat- 
ed subjects, from his disgust with women who leave their pocketbooks behind them to his 
criticism of moving pictures, with recollections on sundry in between, In his own words, 
it would be too much "bother" to attempt to recollect his "small part in the solemn, 
swatting pageantry of historical significance”, so he contents himself with jotting down 
a few of the frightfully unimportant things that come to mind. And the whole tone of it 
is pretty egotistical. Doubtful, even for the White market, if: people really know what 
they're getting. $2 - 00 


Sowden, Lewis : THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Doubleday, Doran 


A general view of the Union of South Africa, political, sociological, his~ 
torical. There is a good amount of material on the political situation and the politi-~ 
cal leaders ~ the internationalist Smuts and the nationalist Herzog and the pro-Axis.. - 
Malan and Pirow. The many serious problems of the Union are analyzed, their post-war 
solution perhaps over-optimistically simplified. Sowden believes that the discord be- 
tween the Afrikaners and the English is already disappearing and that the problem of the 
eight million sub-privileged natives will be solved by the immigration of more whites. 

He believes too that the shakling dependency of the Union on its gold and diamonds can 

be cured by stimulation of agriculture and industry. No revolutionary, he leaves it all 
to the benevolence of the British Empire. A little known subject, but not definitely 
treated. $3.00 
















April 15, 1943 Non-fiction ~ 185 


June 25 





Myers, Gustavus A HISTORY OF BIGOTRY IN THE UNITED STATES Random House 
You start re@ding this book with horror that such widespread and violent 
bigotry could once have existed here; you finish it with the frightening knowledge that 
it still does exist and to no small degree. Apparently our first settlers brought with 
them from Europe the live roots of bigotry and soon established a busy trade in perse- 
cution. All sects persecuted each other, until gradually religious wrath was directed 
mainly against Catholics and Jews. Startling, but fully documented evidence of this 
is given, from the amazing accusations against Al Smith in 1928 to today’s anti-semi- 
tic slanders. There is interesting material on the organizations and leaders of our 
time; the KKK, the Silver Shirts, the Christian Front,- Pelley, Winrod, Deatheredge, 
Ford, Coughlin and the various mouthpieces of Nazi propaganda. Myers does a pungent, 
compelling piece of debunking, though the innumerable notes breaking up the main text 


slow this up for general reading. J 
0 
x) 


3 
June-2% <2. | 
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Whyte, John AMERICAN WORDS AND WAYS Viking 


Sub-titled "Especially for German Americans", this is not a grammar but a 
guide which enables the foreign born to smooth out certain germanicisms, learn a more 
colloquial, informal English than is possible through straight grammatical - or liter- 
ary ~ precept. Pronunciation, and the regional variations; differences in sounds be~ 
tween both languages; contractions, omissions, idioms, slang, tenses and moods, punc- 
tuation; and common errors the average German-American makes, The last few chapters co- 
ver certain social forms, etiquette, letters, etc. A book obviously designed for the 


refugees now in this country and one which should be valuable. $2.50 / 
Published - or Practically Published 
Burnham, James THE MACHIAVELLIANS John Day 


A reinterpretation of Machiavelli's scientific study of politics, with the 
conclusion, contrary to general opinion, that Machiavelli sustains an argument for dem- 
ocracy: further investigation into the works of Mosca, Michels and Pareto: and an examin- 
ation of the political situation as it exists at present. The latter includes the facts 
of a ruling class that has become weak and inflexible, of totalitarian liberals attemvt-— 
ing, unconsciously, to destroy liberty, and the crucial question of the day, liberty or 
freedom without capitalism. Stimulating, provocative, ~- though those who would profit 
most probably won't read it. Don't forget his Managerial Revolution, 


de Montmorency, Alec THE ENIGMA OF ADMIRAL DARLAN Dutton 


A biography of the Admiral by a personal friend and political associate, 
which suffers from a good case of bias and too indignant a defense of his subject. Dar~ 
lan's career is given chronologically from his early days in the Navy, his participa~ 
tion in the 1929 Naval Conference, through his gradual rise to power (often by ruth- 
less strategy) and his activities in the Vichy government. The controversial points 
in Darlan's career are brushed over; one is left to explain for oneself his antipathy 
to the British, his withholding of the Navy, his relations with the Nazis, The sub- 
ject and timeliness of publication may attract notice, but this is definitely not the 
jast word on the matter. (Publ.) $2.50 
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Appi} 15, 1949 


Wilking, S. Vincent & TEST YOURSELF FOR A WAR JOB Houghton Mifflin 
Cushman, Dorothy J. 


: A boak of 209 tests which will enable you to gauge your aptitude along me- 
chanical lines. Three types of tests, some based on aptitude, some on common sense, 
some on knowledge or background in the field. The tests cover arithmetic, location, 
precision, pattern and dot tapping, checking, alertness, blueprint reading, personality, 
etc. etc. With the demand for men and women for factory work as imperative as it is, 
this book should help potential workers to determine their qualifications, 

PR i $1.50 


White, Marion DIET WITHOUT DESPAIR Michael S. Mill 


A recipe book, which by a skillful use of substitutes, enables the adipose 
to still eat attractively and get thin. With introductory material on calories, a com- 
plete calorie chart, suggestions for menus, etc. — the balance of the book shows how to 
prepare all types of dishes by replacing the most fattening ingredients with less fat- 
tening equivalents. Soups, vegetables, meats, salads and salad dressings, desserts, 
cakes and pies, snacks and sandwiches - and the recipes sound good. (Publ.) $1.50 


Barker, Ernest BRITAIN AND THE BRITISH PEOPLE Oxford 


Another volume in The World To-Day series, this 9th title serves to clari- 
fy and explain the significance and working of the islands of Britain, rather than the 
British Empire. The various systems ~- of classes, churches, political institutions, 
government, law, -— the social background, the community responsibilities are concisely 
described and lead to the conclusion that "British democracy is a democracy that wcrrs", 
that the experimenting suits the particular case and needs and will lead to balance. A 
worthy addition. (Illus. ) (4/29) $1.25 


Graham, Frank THE NEW YORK YANKEES Putnam 


The great American game as personified by one of the great ball clubs - 
ably recounted by the author of Lou Gehrig (Putnam, reported P. 118, 3/1/4Q bulletin) 
and a book that should have a wide appeal among baseball fans the country over. Here 
are the origins of the Yankees, the men who made the team famous, and the players wlio 
contributed to its prestige. 21 years with 13 pennants, 9 World Series, and many @ ré« 
cord broken, makes quite a story of greatness in sport, nationwide fame, and big busi- 


ness. With the coming of the baseball season, this should be a natural. Illustrated. 
(4/30) $3.00 


Williams, Blanche Colton FOREVER YOUNG ' Putnam 


A book for the literati, largely, for library and school shelves - perhaps, 
but as a revealing study of the man Keats, disappointing to the general reader. In 
selecting and limiting the time period to cover only the last four years of his life, 
and in using flashbacks to suggest what went before, the result is often confusing and 
incomplete for those with no pre-knowledge of the subject. The use of actual quota— 
tions from the letters and poems fictionally ~ as sources of Keats' thoughts and cor~ 
versations ~ gives much of what is intended as dialogue a tooliterary and unnatural 
feel. Covered in this way is his reading and its effect on him, his poetic inspiration 
(often very well done), his journeys with friends, his love for Fanny Brawne (one of 
the high points of the book), his closeness to his brothers, and the last trip to Italy 
with Severn. It is all on an intellectual plane, and one sees Keats as a mind rathec 
than as a man. Of experimental interest, but more apt to supplement than to replace — 
previous volumes on Keats. (Publ.) $3.50. 
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Black, Archibald THE STORY OF FLYING Whittlesey House 





Published in 1940, this new edition brings the history of flight up to 
date, with current accounts of events in this war. The boom in aviation, the question 
of battleships versus airplenes, the Battle of Britain, the averting of the "invasion" 

of England by the R.A.F., are briefly touched on, while the question of the aircraft 

of the future is quickly surveyed, To repeat, from the report on page 1141 of our March 
ist bulletin, 1940,""a comprehensive survey". (4/19) $2.50 
















Wood, Clement WOOD'S UNABRIDGED RHYMING DICTIONARY World Publishing 


This expands The Complete Rhyming Dicttonary, edited by Clement Wood, 
(Halcyon House, 1936) to include all aspects of poetry, and introduces a phonetic ar- 
rangement of rhyming sounds and words which, at first glance, looks confused but which, 
with use, turns out to be extremely workable. There is also an inclusion of mosaic 
rhymes (based on two ar more words) and sections on the mechanics of verse farms. Use- 
ful indeed for rhymsters of all kinds. (Publ.) $2.95 








REMINDERS OF TWO VEGETABLE GARDEN BOOKS 


















Foley, Daniel J. VEGETABLE GARDENING IN COLOR Macmillan 
This was inadequately reported some time ago, before I had seen the beauti-~ 
i ful finished book. I can now say, emphatically, that here ~- in permanent form ~ is the 


beauty that seems all toofleeting in the seed catalogues. This is virtually a color- 
ed picture encyclopedia of vegetables, berries, fruits of vines; there are text sec- 
tions on garden plans, on preparation and procedure, on insects and diseases, on winter 
storage 3nd canning and so on. The alphabetical arrangement makes this a practical as 
well as a beautiful book. The lists of varieties makes it a useful reference book. _ 
Excellent value at an amazingly low price, (Publ.) $2.50 


Dempsey, Paul W. , GROW YOUR OWN VEGETABLES Houghton Mifflin 


A new edition with an exceedingly useful addition in a section on a 20-min- 
ute a day garden, through which Albert C. Burrage, of Ipswich, Massachusetts, supplied 
adequate vegetables for a family of four out of a plot, 25 x 50 feet. This is the sort 
of first aid that newcomers in the field need. Mr. Burrage has included a progressive 
series of photographs, from the bean poles to the plot prepared in November for the 
Winter, and among these photographs are some which show failures + with notes explain- 
ing the whys and wherefores. Lists of what he grew, quantities, crop, Charts of yields, 
all will prove valuable. Added to the excellent and practical Dempsey text reported 
last year (see P, 93) makes this revised edition virtually a new book. (Publ.) $2.50 








Appleton-Century 
Griffin, H.F. ~ PARADISE STREET - postponed to 5/7 
Muelder & Delo - YEARS OF THIS LAND - postponed to 5/? 
Strain, F.B. - YOUR CHILD - postponed to 5/?. Note correct title. 
Crowell 
Swarthout, Glendon - WILLOW RUN ~- Price ao $2.00 to $2.50 
Doubleday, Doran 
Tarkington, Booth -— KATE FENNIGATE - from 5/7 to 5/21 
Wilson, Edmund — THE SHOCK OF RECOGNITION ~ from 4/16 to 6/4 
Duell Sloan & Pearce 
Wright, F.L. - AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY ~- ‘nai 4/21 to 5/19 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Gilbert, E.G. =— OUR DAILY BREAD - from 6/17 to 7/15 
Haugland, Vern -— LETTER FROM NEW GUINEA ~ from 5/27 to 6/14 
Harcourt Brace 
White, W.L. + QUEENS DIE PROUDLY - definite date 6/3 
Harper 
Burnett, Verne — YOU AND YOUR PUBLIC ~- from 5/5 to 5/19 
Burris—Meyer, E. -— THIS IS FASHION ~— 4/21 to 5/19 
Cooper, Duff + DAVID - from 5/5 to 5/19 
Hart, Dr. Alan J. + THESE MYSTERIOUS RAYS ~ from 4/21 to 5/5 
Smith, Betty - A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN —- from 4/21 to 5/19 
Techy, M. ~ FILET CROCHET LACE - from 3/17 to 5/5 
Tucker, Rev. Le + CLERICAL ERRORS - postponed indefinitely 
Knopf 
Dew, Gwen + PRISONER OF THE JAPS - from 5/24 to 6/7 
Flying Officer# ~- THERE'S SOMETHING IN THE AIR — from 5/10 to 5/17. 
Kinsley, Fhilip - THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE - from 5/10 to 5/17. Price from $3.00 
to $5.00 
Maisel, E.M. =— CHARLES T. GRIFFES ~ from 5/10 to 4/19 
Morin, Relman + CIRCUIT OF CONQUEST - from 5/10 to 5/17 
Veyetkhov, Boris -— THE LAST DAYS OF SEVASTOPOL - from 5/24 to 5/17, Price 
from $2.75 to $2.50. 
Wolff, Dr. C, + THE HUMAN HAND ~ from 5/10 to 5/17 
Lippincott 
Brickner, R.M. ~ IS GERMANY INCURABLE - from 3/17 to 4/28 
McBride 


Offord, C.R. - THE WHITE FACE - definite date 5/1. Price from $3,00 to $2475 


Morrow 
Hackforth-Jones, Com. G. = TORPEDO - from 4/21 to 5/12 
Phelps, Dr. A.E. - YOUR ARTHRITIS - from 5/12 te 6/9 
Putnam 
Paterson, Isabel — THE GOD OF THE MACHINE - from 4/30 to 5/14 
Random House 
Brier, H.M. ~ SWING SHIFT (J) + from 4/12 to 5/1 
Lathrop, W. = MONKEY AHOY {J) - from 4/12 to 5/1 
Seribner 
Hale, Nancy - BETWEEN THE DARK AND THE DAYLIGHT ~+ from 4/? to 5/3 


Knox, John C. = Title from TAKE THE VERDICT to ORDER IN THE COURT. Date from 


4/? to 5/3. Price is $2.75. 

Thomason, John W. - AND A FEW MARINES + from 3/? to 5/10 

Wolfe, T. — THOMAS WOLFE'S LETTERS TO HIS MOTHER — from 4/? to 5/3 
Simon & Schuster 
Baldwin, Leland - THE STORY OF THE AMERICAS - from 5/?? to 6/7, Price from 

$3.75 to $3,50. 

Goodman, Jack - Ed, = THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF DOG STORIES ~ definite date 5/3 
Pearson, Louise ~ ROUGHLY SPEAKING - from 4/?? to 6/4 
Weidman, Jerome — THE LIGrifS AROUND THE SHORE _ definite date 5/17 
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FOR THE PICTURE POOF AGE 





Brown, Margaret Wise SHHHHH....-«BANG Harper 


Not as successful as her Noisy Fooks, this whispering book will appeal 
nevertheless to children who like utter nonsense. The story concerns a very quiet 
town and a very noisy boy and what happens when they come together. To be effective 
at all it has to be dramatized as you read it aloud to the nursery age. The large 
shadowy pictures have a good deal of humor and action despite their sombre tone. (Publ.) 

$1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Pooks 
Bedier, Julie LITTLE MISS MOSES Longmans, Green 


Another story of the little Chinese boy, Thomas, and his enterprising ad- 
ventures. Like its predecessors, Thomas the Good Thief and The Important Pig, the 
story is lively though slight, and the book attractively printed in two colors. Spon- 
sored by the Catholic Foreign Mission Society, it has a strong missionary flavor. The 
postscript translating Chinese characters that appear in the pictures, is quite in- 
triguing, despite its educational intent. (Publ.) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Facet Books 
Allen, Gertrude E. EVERYDAY BIRDS Houghton Mifflin 


* This is the first bird book I have seen that is really right for young 
children. It picks out just the birds and just the things about them that will in- 
terest children in the nursery (if read aloud), First and second graders will want 
to read it themselves. The pictures are attractive and faithful in details for easy 
identification -- too bad they couldn't be done in colors, but you can't have every-~ 
thing for 85 cents. It's still a very nice little book. (4/20) $.85 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 + 12's 
Burglon, Nora SHARK HOLE Holiday House 


* When Nora Burglon writes about children they are live and real, whether in 
Scandinavia (Sticks Across the Chimney) or in Hawaii. Here she gives a warm and sym- 
pathetic picture of Hawaiian life with its mixed population, its privations, its work- 
ers and especially its schools. She doesn't soft-pedal the exploitation aspects eith- 
er. The mystery and adventure that run through are well sustained and the story never 
lags despite the considerable amount of information about native customs, superstitions 
and industries. Altogether a top-notch story, entertaining and more than that. One of 


the best I've seen this spring for this age. Illustrations by Cyrus LeRoy Baldridge. 
: (5/1) $2.25 
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Hoffman, Eleanor MISCHIEF IN FEZ Holiday House 


* This is something of a modern Arabian Nights, except that its magic is of 

a gentler kind. The evil djinns play havoc with the peaceful household of Muhammed 

Ali until the good djinns come to the aid of Mousa, his little boy. The atmosphere of 
modern North African life is realistic, and the fairy tale is childlike. Fritz Eichen+ 
berg’s illustrations carry out both of these effects perfectly, making this a very suc- 
cessful fairy tale in a most attractive book. (Publ.) $2.00 


Chase, Richard - Ed. THE JACK TALES Houghton, Mifflin 


In America we are just beginning to set store by our heritage of folk tales. 
These tales, of English’ derivation but gathered from the mountains of North Carolina 
and Virginia, have a freshness and raciness that will make them uncommonly. juicy read- 
ing for children who like giants and the chopping off of heads, Variations of Jack the 
Giant Killer, Jack and the Beanstalk and other less familiar themes are so presented 
that older children will enjoy them without apology. The use of vernacular is just 
enough to add spice and flavor but not enough to get in the way. An appendix of sour- 
ces and parallel themes to be found in other folk lore is a scholarly and fascinating 
contribution for the student of folk literature. I’m glad it is placed at the end so 
that children will not be deterred from reading the stories for sheer fun. Illustra- 


tions by Berkeley Williams, Jr., not available for reporting. _ ?720T 4 Ip? 
p) ) , 


Justus, May BLUEBIRD, FLY UP! TP Lippincott 


Full-flavored backwoods talk adds to this fine tale of Tennessee Mountain 
Americans, Finding a bee-tree, collecting the honey, and winning a prize at the fair 
because the family bible was the "best heirloom" are part of an everyday life that 
smacks of pioneer adventure -- especially to young readers who live in places less re- 


mote ‘from the centers of more sophisticated living, A warm and friendly book, (5/19) 
$2.00 


Davis, Betty Elise YOUNG TOM JEFFERSON'S ADVENTURE CHEST Michael S, Mill 


This is one of those books which will appeal to grown-ups who want to give 
“instructive” books, and will be read by undiscriminating and obedient readers. The 
stilted dialogue and undistinguished story are not carried by details of early American 
life and historical background which are just "worked in". (Publ.) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 - 15 YEAR OLDS ~ Fiction 


Lambert, Janet | GLORY BE! ‘ Dutton 


Girls will welcome this continuation of the gay adventures of the Parrish 
family (of Star-Spangled Summer and Dreams of Glory) which can also be enjoyed on its 
own. It is quite up to its predecessofs in glavtour and romance. In fact, even Pearl 
Harbor fails to dim the rose-colored life of this West Point crowd ~- orchids and stream~ 
lined roadsters continue to flow freely. Here, it seems to me, the author has missed 
her chance to make a really fine novel out of a merely good girls’ book, However, girls 
will lap it up without being too critical. By and large it's better than most of its 
kind. But not top-notch, (Publ.) $2400 


Peckham, Betty OTHER PEOPLE'S CHILDREN Nelson 


The timeliness of this book is its best recommendation. A lot of young peo- 
ple today are nursery-school minded and will welcome a career story on the subject. Too 
bad it isn’t better written! The style is stiff and talky, the characters fail to “come 
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off" and the social preachments about "rich children” vs “poor children" are positive- 
ly nauseating. Also the smug whacks the author takes at progressive education are 
weighted with gross misinformation. This is not the book on nursery schools that I 
would give my daughter. The jacket may help sell the book. The illustrations won't. 
(Publ.) $2,00 








Allen, Adam DOLLAR A SHARE Random House 





This is a "story with a purpose". The purpose is excellent but the book, 
unfortunately, isn't. In a small American town a group of junior high school children, 
under guidance of their athletics coach, organize a cooperative store. Their purpose 
is to make money to buy equipment for their baseball team. The author's purpose is to 
sell his young readers the value of cooperative and democratic action, The failure 
lies in the basic fact that children cf junior high school age don’t think, talk and 
act as the author hopes they dc. There is good enough action; but wooden characters, 
artificial conversation and noble sentiments make a sanctimonious book which I doubt 
children will tolerate. And it could have been good, (Publ.) $2.00 


FOR THE 12 - 15 YEAR OLDS - Non-Fiction 
Berry, Robert Elton SEXTANT AND SAILS Dodd, Mead 


















Even the non~-nautical reader who may never have heard of Nathaniel Bowditch 
will finish this book an enriched admirer of his, In leisurely manner we follow this 
boy of post-revolutionary Salem, from his meager school days through arduous years of 
apprenticeship to a ship‘s chandler, and his first exciting sailing trip around the 
Cape to the East Indies. At 29, master of his own ship, he achieves a modest fortune 
from the spices of still savage Sumatra and the Philippines. Meanwhile we watch his 
rare genius develop as he revises the Practical Navigator and prepares his great work 
on astronomy, Finally, his late years in the insurance business in Boston round out 
the picture of American sails of the era of 1812 and of this many-sided scholarly nav— 
igator. Good solid reading, authentic but never dull. Illus. John S. De Martelly. 
$2.50 














Criss, Mildred POCAHONTAS Young American Princess Dodd, Mead 

















This is a romanticized story of the Indian girl who was America's princess, 
The book is in two parts -- the first heavy with Indian ceremony and ritual, Indian 
names and lore; the second dealing with the white man and the famous romance with John 
Rolfe. The whole is intense and emotional, with both the white gan and the Indians 
greatly glorified, With so little factual material to go on, one must suppose this is 
all greatly fictionalized. It is pretentious in style and a bit complex in its plot 
and counterplot. I.find it puzzling to know for what audience it is suited. Its title 
suggests teen-age readers for whom it seems too elaborate. Illustrated by Mare Simont. 

(5/18) $2.50 


Floherty, John J. INSIDE THE F.B.I. Lippincott 


* I found this more exciting than a detective story! It really is many detec— 
tive stories, for it covers the whole roster of crime, and all true: spies and sabo- 
teurs, kidnappers and bank robbers and ordinary gangsters. Most boys, and perhaps their 
fathers, too, will find absorbing reading in this story of how the G-Man gets his man: 
fingerprinting, sleuthing, science applied to clues, ballistics and other fascinating 
machinery of crime detection. Very good chapters, too, on the selection and training 
ie of GeMen. Illustrated with many fine photegraphs from the files of the F.B.I., which 


cooperated with the author in making all its material available for this book. (6/*&® 2] 
$2.00 : 
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Rae, Walter EDITING SMALL NEWSPAPERS Michael S. Mill Co. 


An experienced newspaper man has written this thorough and well-organized 
handbook which can be used by young journalists, Probably will be most helpftt] to 
those planning or working on school publications. A glossary of newspaper terms and 
an index add to the book's usefulness. (Publ.) $2.50 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 
Carlisle, Norman V. YOUR CAREER IN CHEMISTRY Dutton 


* Both inspiration and information in a book that will be exciting reading 
for the young high school student with his mind on chemistry. Written by the vocation- 
al editor cf Scholastic, the book vividly pictures modern chemical achievements and 
processes in many fields ~- industry, agriculture, pharmacy, etc. -~- with a special eye 
to the vocational opportunities and training requirements for each. Excellent chapters 
too, on women in chemistry, and on "The Composition of the Chemist", Packed with in- 
formation, yet never dull reading, this is altogether a valuable book, Photographs. 
(Publ. ) $2.50 


Cooke, David C. and MODEL PLANE ANNUAL: 1943 McBride 
Davidson, Jesse —- Editors 


An important feature of this year’s annual is the emphasis on career op- 
portunities via model plane activities. The book packs also an enormous amount of 
straight information about plane design, the history of model making and flying, and 


- technical details for building them. Definitely not for the beginner but for the en- 


thusiast already well along in this interest. Copiously illustrated with photographs 
and diagrams. (Publ.) $2.50 


Harlow, Alvin F. THEODORE ROOSEVELT Messner 


Nothing new has been'added here to the large library of biography already 
available for adults on our Rough Rider president. This one is, however, very com- 
petent and well-written, playing up the many~sidedness of this amazing man, his varied 
achievements as naturalist, politician, historian, writer, big game hunter, cattleman, 
soldier and president. For young readers the chapters about his sickly boyhood, over- 
come by nothing but rugged determination, will be especially appealing. Without con- 
cealing his hero's faults, the author manages to merge them in his many greatnesses, 
We alse get a clear, if somewhat hackneyed, picture of the political times which made 
him. Older young people and their parents too, will find this good reading. It is by 
no means "juvenile", Illustrated by Oscar Ogg. (MayT $2.50 


ADULT FOOKS FOR OLDER ROYS & GIRLS - Fiction 
Thane, Elswyth DAWN'S EARLY LIGHT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


If you are looking for a distinctive historical novel for this in between 
age group, you can find more important ones than this. But it has many things to re- 
commend it. Elswyth Thane has a faculty for bringing places alive + and she has done 
that for pre-Revolutionary and Revolutionary Williamsburg. The story follows an estab- 
lished design, at times reminiscent of Janie¢e Meredith and others of that ilk. There 
are twins, scarcely more than children at the start, who play an important part in the 
story of an English youth, stranded in Williamsburg, befriended by Washington, George 
Wythe and others, in spite of his initial Tory leanings, One feels the approaching 
storm of Revolution; one shares Julian's experiences in the southern campaigns. There 


is adventure ~ not fast paced ~- and romance and color. (Full report P. 128) (5/20) 
$2.50 
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ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS & GIRLS - Non-fiction 









Tunis, John R. LAWN GAMES Barnes 





An excellent, and timely, addition to the Dollar Sports Library, for arch- 
ery, badminton, croquet, deck tennis, horseshoes, lawn bowls, shuffleboard, (and a 
section of miscellaneous games, darts, volley ball, etc.,) are coming more and more 
into popularity. Moderate income considered in equipment, and history, rules, counts, 


technique simply described. Excellent photographs, (Full report P, 164). (Publ.) 
$1.00 

































Stieri, Emanuele BUILDING MODEL WAR PLANES Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


The demand for more scale models is growing and this book, and supplement, 
contain official instruction for building 60 model planes, that, with its step by step 
method, and progressive photographs and actual scale plans, will help in the production 
of expertly finished models. (Full report P. 165) (Publ.} Book $2.50 Supplement $1.25 


White, W. L. QUEENS DIE PROUDLY Harcourt Brace 


| The author of They Were Expendable tells the incredible story of the Flying 
Fortresses that held the southwest Pacific against towering odds, that could not be 
defeated. In the process of battering the enemy, many of these queens of the air "died 
es proudly", and White, through the words of the men who survived, and who now form the 
crew of Brett's transport plane, the "grizzled old Flying Fortress ~- the Swoose", tells 
a superb tory. Gallantry, heartache, and drama, and a challenge to every American. 
(Full report P, 157) iLate May or early June). $2.50 


Irwin, Will and WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT SPIES AND SABOTEURS Norton 
Johnson, Thomas M, 


Factual information behind espionage and sabotage that makes fascinating 
reading. Information about spymasters and their methods; spies, who they are, where 
they come from, their operations; + this all has been fictionized, but here is authenti+e 
cated material, that is even more thrilling than storybooks. There is enough histofy 
of spying and metheds, of the scope of modern secret armies, of the part scientific 
research plays in detection, of what the civilian can do, to give this more than dd» 
venture status. (Full report P. 139) (May 19). $2450 


Low, Professor A. M. — Ed. SCIENCE LOOKS AHEAD Oxford 


Past, present, with a peek into the future, in the field of applied science, 
that manages to avoid the textbook approach and is instead stimulating reading. From 
evclution, to power, rays, industrial matetials, speed, measurement, tc food, medicine, 
weather, flying, communication, exploration, fossils, photography, crime, to science 
and the war, the sea, the universe - the practical application to life toeday and to- 
morrow is shown, as well as the activities in all these fields. Excellent for young 
people. Illustrated with photographs. {Full report P. 165) (Publ.) $4.50 





